
English 1301 
Works Cited (formative)—Due Date:  Friday, October 25 

Annotated Bibliography (Summative)--Due Date: Friday, November 1st to turninin.com by 7:15 am, identical 
hard copy due in class on the same day. 

 
Objective: Each student will select five (5) sources that will be incorporated in the student’s synthesis essays. 
Sources will be selected based on their credibility and usability in the student’s essay. The goal of gathering 
this information is to develop an argument, using the sources to create an academic conversation based on 
the prompt the student has selected.   
 
Submission: All annotated bibliographies are due by 7:15 am on Friday, November 1st. They must be 
submitted to turnitin.com in order to avoid late penalties. Hard copies (1 copy of the student’s final work) 
are due at the beginning of the student’s class period. Failure to submit hard copies may result in five points 
off the final grade. The works cited page, which is a formative grade, is due at the END of the class period on 
Friday October 25th. Students who are absent must email the works cited page by 3:00 pm on Friday October 
25th or be subject to late penalties. Please be aware that you must include a citation for the primary source, 
Outliers, on your works cited page. Moreover, no annotated bibliography will be accepted if the works cited 
page has not been submitted and approved. This means you must submit the work on time in order to avoid 
late penalties on the annotated bibliography. Don’t forget to include Gladwell as one of your sources on the 
works cited page, though you are not required to provide an annotation on the summative assignment. Your 
MLA formatting must be correct on your final annotated bibliography; You will lose five points off the grade 
for MLA formatting errors. 
 
Step 1: Learn to navigate the library’s databases (Tuesday 10/22)  
Step 2: Choose final five sources and prepare a works cited page (formative) (due by the end of class on Friday 
10/25th) *Note you must include a citation for Outliers on your works cited. There will be at least six 
citations on your works cited, but there may be more. I will not be checking for accuracy of your citations at 
this time, but I will check the general MLA format of your works cited page.*  
Step 3: Continue researching if necessary and prepare individual annotations (Monday 10/28) 
Step 4: Have your works cited/sources approved and prepare individual annotations. (Tuesday 10/29)  
Step 5: Submit your annotated bibliography to turnitin.com by 7:15 am on Friday 11/1 and bring an identical 
hard copy to class. 
 
What is an annotated bibliography?   
BIBLIOGRAPHY = list of citations/information sources (books, articles, documents, websites or webpages, 
audio, video).  
ANNOTATION = a brief (around 150-200 words, per source) descriptive and evaluative paragraph, the purpose 
of which is to inform the reader of the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited. *Note: This 
means your final word count will be between 750-1000 words. If you go under the minimum or over the 
maximum you will lose five points off your final grade. You annotated bibliography should have correct MLA 
format. You will lose five points off your final grade if any part of your MLA formatting is incorrect. 
 
An annotated bibliography summarizes the central theme and scope of each source in the list. Each 
annotation should include:  

A. CITATION: a complete MLA citation for each work included.  
B. SUMMARY: a sentence or two summarizing the author’s main point.  
C. EVALUATION: a) a statement about the type of source (e.g., a scholarly research article, an editorial 
from a professional magazine, a feature newspaper article, a chapter from a popular book, a U.S. 



government website); b) a short evaluation of the authority of the author to write about the topic, 
quality of the source, objectivity, etc.  
D. YOUR NOTES: Your own thoughts on why this is relevant for you in the context of your research 
paper, and how you will use this source. Remember that you can use sources to support what you are 
saying, to challenge what you are saying, or to extend what you are saying.  Try to find at least one 
source to attack so you can plan a concession in your paper. 

 
Things to remember:  
1. Don't confuse abstracts or summaries with annotations.  
2. Abstracts are the purely descriptive summaries often found at the beginning of scholarly journal articles or 
in periodical indexes. The sources you select may NOT be abstracts.  
3. Annotations are descriptive and critical; they expose the author's point of view, clarity and appropriateness 
of expression, authority, etc.  
***Keep in mind what we have discussed in terms of evaluating sources.  
 

Library Time: Each student will have the opportunity to work in the library/computer labs on October 10/22-
10/29. However, this is not the only time the student may need to collecting sources for this assignment. In 
addition, students who are absent should expect to spend additional at-home time reviewing/selecting 
sources. Students will be able to access the library’s data bases at home. Plan to type the final assignment as 
home as needed. 

 
Restrictions: No abstracts. Please keep in mind that your instructor may not approve all sources on the works 
cited page. Work closely with your instructor during library time to make sure you are selecting the most 
equitable sources and to prevent her from rejecting your source.  

 
Reminders: The first page of the annotated bibliography should have an appropriate MLA heading. Each page 
should have a header (last name, page #). Remember that the bibliography should be double-spaced 
throughout, using 11-12 point Times New Roman or Calibri font. 


